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2. — The hard outer
covering of a hazelnut

6. — The thick main stem
of a tree

8. — Purtting new hazelnut
trees into the ground
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1. — The Oregon valley where
many hazelnuts are grown

3. — Nuts that are grown and
collected by a farmer

4. — The state famous for
growing hazelnuts

5.— Apart of a tree that grows
from the trunk

7. — The edible part found inside L
a hazelnut shell
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History of the Oregon Hazelnut

The scientific name for hazelnuts that are native to North America is
Corylus Americana. In Oregon, Indigenous people would harvest
these native hazelnuts and use them for food and trade. But the
hazelnut industry that we have in Oregon today comes from a non-
native hazelnut variety, brought here from Europe by a pioneer
nurseryman by the name of Henderson Luelling. In 1847, Luelling
imported European hazelnuts to Oregon, and about 10 years later,
an English sailor named Sam Strickland planted the first
documented European hazelnut tree in Oregon. Over the next 180
years, hazelnuts went from a simple crop to one of our most
important commodities.
hazelnuts produced in the United States! But it is not without a
massive effort from our farmers and hazelnut researchers that we are
able to claim that title.

Oregon produces over 99% of all

From the late 1800s to the mid-1900s, Oregon’s hazelnut industry
continued to expand. The Oregon Department of Agriculture
explains that Oregon is such a perfect place to grow hazelnuts
because of its fertile soils which are rich in volcanic ash, the
abundant rainfall, and how temperate the climate is. Though Oregon
seems to have the perfect growing conditions for hazelnuts, there is a
serious threat to our beloved state nut tree, the Eastern Filbert
Blight (EFB).

In 1986, the blight became a real concern for commercial hazelnut
growers. While the native hazelnuts have a resistance to the blight,
many of the ones that come from European descent are susceptible
to it. A heavily infected tree leads to dead branches and dramatically
reduced nut production, in many cases the tree eventually dies. The
Oregon Hazelnut Commission, which started in teh 1960's and was
previously known as the Oregon Filbert Commission group, started
funding researchers to breed a hazelnut that was blight-resistant in
Oregon. Since the 1960s, the breeding program has dedicated itself
to finding the best seed for Oregon growers.

OAITC Hazelnut Resources

To learn more about Hazelnuts in Oregon, use these QR codes!
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