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I Spy, Dairy Edition

cow, cheese (swiss), cheese (brie), ice-cream cone, yogurt, milk,
milking machine, butter, milk truck.
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3. Astretchy cheese often found 1. To heat milk to make it safer

on pizza to drink

4. A large farm where cattle may 2. A mineral commonly

be raised ]

associated with strong bones and
milk

5. A young cow

6. A young female cow that has
not yet had a calf

7. Made by churning cream

8. The natural sugar found in
milk

9. The liquid left behind during
cheese-making
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g,
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A Brief History of Dairy in Oregon

Cattle arrived in Oregon in the 1830s, including more than 600
head brought from California to the Willamette Valley in 1837. As
settlers arrived along the Oregon Trail, cattle and dairy production
became an important part of Oregon’s growing agricultural industry.
In the early 1850s, dairy cows were brought to the Tillamook Valley,
where the mild climate and abundant grass created ideal conditions
for dairy farming. But Tillamook had one major challenge: it was
isolated and difficult to reach. Farmers turned to the water, using the
Morning Star to transport dairy products like butter and cheese to
Portland.

As Oregon’s dairy industry grew, farmers began working together to
process and market their products. In 1894, Canadian cheesemaker
Peter McIntosh helped improve cheesemaking in Tillamook, and by
the turn of the century, more than 30 cheese factories operated in
the county. In 1909, ten of these factories joined together to form
the Tillamook County Creamery Association, creating the farmer-
owned cooperative that would become the Tillamook brand.

Dairy farming continued to expand throughout the Willamette
Valley, southern Oregon, and the Oregon coast, while new
technologies in breeding, nutrition, refrigeration, and milking
helped farms become increasingly productive. Fun fact: Milk
consistently ranks among Oregon’s top 10 agricultural commodities
by value! In 2025, Oregon’s approximately 120,000 milk cows
produced 2.5 billion pounds of milk, worth about $548 million.
Dairy may have started as small family farms producing milk, butter,
and cheese for their communities, but today it remains a major part
of Oregon’s agricultural economy.

OAITC Dairy Resources

To learn more about Dairy Production in Oregon, use these QR codes!
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